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Campus committees are already planning for a 
milestone event in 2011: The 20th anniversary of 
the partnership of Texas Southmost College and 
The University of Texas at Brownsville.
Consider yourself invited to the celebration!
Two decades after the groundbreaking of the 
unique partnership of a community college and 
a university, UTB/TSC’s world-class-faculty  
scientists conduct cutting-edge research in 
laboratories where students are welcome and 
essential participants. New architecture and 
historic buildings stand side-by-side on a gracefully 
designed campus. 
 No matter how much UTB/TSC has changed, it 
still opens doors to wherever students want to go 
— from a certificate in a high-demand job skill to a 
doctorate.
The anniversary celebration also offers opportunity 
for UTB/TSC to invite the entire regional 
community to see what’s been happening on 
campus since 1991.
2011 MARKS 20 YEARS OF UTB/TSC 
“We feel very strongly that we 
have reached a very good place 
in terms of the rather dramatic 
achievements of the last two 
decades. We want the community 
to share in the pride we have in our 
institution,” said UTB/TSC Provost 
Alan Artibise. 
Preliminary plans call for a year of anniversary events 
welcoming parents, friends and students — past and 
present.
"A spring Community Weekend will include a rich 
variety of activities, from Girl Scout overnights to 
family friendly outdoor movies, to pancake breakfasts 
and signature soirees, in some of the university’s most 
elegant spaces,” Artibise said.
Campus history tours, “classes without quizzes,” art 
and music exhibits — these and other ideas are under 
discussion. 
  see "partnership" on page 6.
i fo
The Arts Center Opens! 
Story on page 3.
1926  The Junior College of the Lower Rio Grande Valley opens on September 21.
1927  The Junior College of the Lower Rio Grande Valley becomes the first accredited 
public junior college in Texas.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3.
A Look Back inTime
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Dr. Dan Barnard became the first director of The 
Arts Center in early February. Barnard was previously 
a composer in residence and director of the Music 
Department at Dakota Wesleyan University in 
Mitchell, S.D. Barnard was born in California and grew 
up in Wichita Falls in North Texas. He has degrees 
from West Texas State University, University of 
Northern Colorado and University of Kansas.
Q: What is your impression of the 
new facility?
A: Barnard: I really love it already and cannot wait 
to show it off to the community. 
Q: What kind of goals or ideas do 
you have  for The Arts Center’s 
first year?
A: Barnard: The first year is vitally important 
because it sets the tone and the branding for 
the center. I have two primary goals in mind for 
programming arts events during the first year: 
We want to make a statement about the range, 
diversity and the quality of events that we want 
to produce, and, I want to utilize every facet of 
the center. 
 Q: What kind of events do you 
envision being held at The Arts 
Center?
A: Barnard: As a programmer, I will enlist 
the assistance of a broad coalition of 
representatives from the faculty, students  
and community to help us make those choices. 
But my vision is that we will host groups that 
represent quality, authenticity and imagination. 
I think we need to provide a season that 
is balanced, and, after the first year, I am 
committed to a curatorial approach in the 
seasons we present. By that I mean that we will 
try to make a statement in the season  
as a whole.
Q: How do you think The Arts 
Center will benefit the fine arts 
program at UTB/TSC?
A: Barnard: Music students at UTB/TSC benefit 
in two direct ways. First, they have the ability to 
regularly perform in a professional environment 
— an obvious need if they are going to be 
professional musicians. Second, they will 
benefit from master classes and other ancillary 
activities that we schedule during our guest 
artists’ residencies. As we continue to develop 
theater and dance programs, those students 
will have similar benefits in people’s lives, which 
is a good reason for them to come back and get 
involved.
Q: How do you see the university’s 
role in the community when it 
comes to the arts?
A: Barnard: A university presenter has a 
responsibility to challenge and inspire the 
students and community. It is a different vision 
than a market-driven center: although, if done 
well, it can still be fiscally responsible. In our 
case, a large portion of the center was funded 
by community members, and we want to be 
as responsive to our community as we can. 
This means that we need to program events 
that appeal to a large cross-section of our local 
culture.
Q: What do you hope visitors take 
away from their Arts Center 
experience?
A: Barnard: I think the elegant surroundings of The 
Arts Center will put people in a frame of mind 
that is receptive to appreciate the beauty of the 
arts. It is like the center is a beautiful frame that 
allows the artistic product to be seen in its best 
light. 
Q&A
Dr. Michael Quantz  
Associate Professor, Fine Arts
Dr. Michael Quantz is the first recipient of the 2010 
President’s Outstanding Teaching Award. A nationally 
recognized leading advocate for music education 
through the study of classical guitar, Dr. Quantz has 
been a respected and sought after classical guitar 
teacher for over 30 years.
“It is an honor to be nominated 
and selected for this award. 
It means a great deal to me as 
a teacher,”  said Quantz. “It is 
an indication that my students 
are doing well—that’s my main 
professional mission, and my 
colleagues, for whom I have 
tremendous regard, have given 
me gracious support and are 
confident enough in my ability 
to lend their support”
Dr. Quantz earned a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in 
guitar performance from the University of North Texas.
He joined the university in 1999, and he has enjoyed 
notable success developing the guitar division at 
UTB/TSC into a dynamic, award-winning, and highly 
respected program that is recognized as one of the best 
in the United States.  
“Receiving this award will give a tremendous boost to 
my other professional mission, which is to, in a sense, 
legitimize the practice of teaching guitar as a normal 
part of music education everywhere in this nation,” 
said Quantz. “The guitar is not usually well regarded as 
a ‘real instrument’ in music education circles outside 
of UTB/TSC. This award will go a long way in helping 
change some minds about that.”
Dr. Quantz’s students praise him for the individual 
attention they receive. In return, they have 
distinguished themselves individually as top prize 
winners in the Eastfield Collegiate Competition, 
Houston’s Classical Minds Festival, the University of 
Texas-Pan American Competition, and also as top ten 
performers in the University of Texas at Dallas Texas 
Solo Guitar Competition and the Corpus Christi Young 
Artists Competition in a group representing the world’s 
most prestigious music conservatories. 
Under his direction the UTB/TSC Guitar Orchestra 
was twice featured on the internationally syndicated 
“Classical Guitar Alive!” show on National Public Radio. 
He is also the creator and director of the Brownsville 
Annual Guitar Ensemble Festival and Competition, 
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A buzz of excitement and then a hush fell over the 
audience at the first inaugural year event of The Arts 
Center “A Night of Strings.” On that chilly Feb. 15 
evening, after a flurry of last-minute rehearsals and 
preparations, the dream of a first-class performance 
hall on the UTB/TSC Fort Brown Campus finally 
became a reality.
The first performer to take the stage for “A Night of 
Strings” was 8-year-old violinist Jimena Escobedo 
Molina, whose photograph in her pink dress has come 
to symbolize the hopes of all who will practice and 
perform in The Arts Center.
“For the first time, students in our 
community university have the 
opportunity to learn, rehearse and 
perform in carefully designed spaces 
equipped with superb acoustics 
and lighting worthy of nationally 
and internationally recognized 
performers,” said Dr. Sue Zanne 
Urbis, Fine Arts Department chair.
“This night has been such a long time coming, and 
we are ecstatic to be here,” said Fine Arts Professor 
Terry Tomlin, who leads the nationally recognized 
Jazz Program. “The room you play in is part of your 
instrument; it’s an extension of what you do.”
The sold-out gala event drew music lovers and friends 
from far and near. Dr. Francisco Cigarroa, chancellor of 
The University of Texas System, was both a guest and 
a performer that evening, charming the audience with 
“Farruca,” a flamenco guitar solo.
“The performance qualities of this stage are 
enormous,” said Fine Arts Associate Professor Allen 
Clark. “It’s a resonant stage that one can play without 
straining. The smallest nuances are heard in the 
second balcony. I’m really excited that our kids will 
experience this world-class venue in their own home 
town.”
Tomlin told a story from 15 years ago: Members of 
the Fine Arts Department embarked on a field trip to 
discover which elements in an arts facility would best 
serve UTB/TSC and its unique community.
“We set off in the school van and, fortunately, hadn’t 
gone too far before the air conditioning went out,” 
Tomlin said. "The group returned to Brownsville, 
commandeered my family van, and headed off again 
touring other music performing and educational 
facilities, including Rice University and the Kinkaid 
Center (at the Kinkaid School in Houston).”
Urbis said she is pleased The Arts Center embodies 
the top three elements considered most important by 
the faculty — a performance hall, rehearsal rooms and 
teaching studios — all in one gleaming, modern facility.
Alumni also are ecstatic to see the growth of their 
program and university. Michael Callas, who recently 
performed with the Dicapo Opera Theatre and the 
Chelsea Opera in New York City, led a master class 
for UTB/TSC music students at The Arts Center in 
March. see "arts center" on page 11.
LIGHTS...ACTION...THE ARTS CENTER OPENS
CONTINUED ON PAGE 6.
dr. francisco cigarroa, the university of texas system chancellor, treated 
audiences to a flamenco guitar solo at the arts center first inaugural event.
brownsville’s skinner elementary school strings performed during the first of an inaugural year of events for the arts center.
1928  In May, the Junior College of the Lower Rio Grande Valley celebrates its first commencement.    1931  The name officially changes to Brownsville Junior 
College.    1947  The junior college moves to historic Fort Brown.    1948  First classes are held in June.    1949  First class graduates on the Fort Brown Campus.   
The voters approved the creation of the Southmost Union Junior College taxing district.  Brownsville Junior College becomes Texas Southmost College. 
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Two Texas Southmost College trustees — Chester 
Gonzalez and Eddie Campirano — said  farewell to the 
board this spring after nearly 30 years of combined 
service to The University of Texas at Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College.
Both were instrumental in guiding the 2004 bond 
election to victory and helped oversee $68 million in 
new additions .
An attorney who joined the board in 1991, Gonzalez 
became chairman in 2002. He also served as co-chair 
of the Partnership Advisory Committee, working with 
UT System regents on issues important to UTB/TSC.
“I  feel very proud to be part of all the growth and the 
expansion  that has occurred on this campus. I love to 
Dear Friends:
The path toward excellence is as important to 
The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas 
Southmost College as it is to any institution within The 
University of Texas System. We must see to it that 
the UTB/TSC partnership continues its success and 
achieves its full potential.
One of the objectives of The UT System is to foster 
partnerships, especially among our campuses.  As 
chancellor, I am working closely with the system 
leadership, our presidents and the board of regents 
to continue to encourage collaborations in support of 
broader educational and research goals as we serve 
the needs of Texas. 
The UT System is uniquely proud that we have 
three academic institutions and four health-related 
campuses near Mexico’s border, and we must take 
full advantage of this binational presence. We are 
developing a plan to identify synergies among our 
border universities aimed at enhancing the educational 
opportunities and experiences of students living in one 
of the fastest-growing regions of Texas. 
Our border universities have great potential to 
contribute to the region’s burgeoning economy. An 
important objective is to provide the educational 
foundation for our graduates to serve the needs of 
the region as they find productive careers in many 
professions, including legal and social studies, 
business, Latin American studies, public health, 
medicine, engineering and the biosciences, to name 
a few. Educating students along our rapidly changing 
international border will enhance the prosperity and 
security of both the United States and Mexico. 
Exciting opportunities also exist in the Rio Grande 
Valley to expand the education of students in medicine 
and other health professions as fundamentally 
important efforts that will improve the health of 
society at large. 
We must work to ensure that the pipeline of students 
entering our academic institutions and health science 
centers remains competitive, diverse, open and 
bountiful. We must ready our students for careers 
based on the creativity of knowledge and innovation. 
The future of Texas and our nation demands this 
endeavor, and there will be tremendous opportunities 
for UTB/TSC to contribute to these efforts. In this 
context, UTB/TSC’s outstanding departments and 
schools, faculty, staff and students will build upon past 
successes and achieve new levels of excellence.
What we can accomplish together within The UT 
System is immeasurable, and it has worth beyond 
what we ever can imagine.
Sincerely,
Francisco G. Cigarroa, M.D. 
Chancellor, The University of Texas System
message from the chancellor:
dr. francisco cigarroa
show people around the campus and hear people say 
‘Wow,’” he said.
Campirano, who is also director and chief executive at 
the Port of Brownsville, said he leaves the TSC board 
with a deep sense of accomplishment.
“One of the really exciting things has been seeing the 
bond issue approved and seeing those projects being 
planned, constructed and delivered.”
Campirano said he will cherish his time on the board — 
especially the many graduations he was able to attend. 
“I’m always in awe of the obstacles that people have 
to overcome to reach their goals and walk across that 
stage to receive their diploma, to hear the stories. I 
think it’s just awesome.”
tsc trustees bid farewell
Professionally, Maria Isabel De La Fuente believes that 
nothing is more important than the education children 
receive early in their lives. 
Her opportunity to attend the 2009 National 
Association for the Education of Young Children 
Annual Conference and Expo in Washington, D.C., was 
an educational highlight for her.
“It is probably the biggest early childhood education 
conference in the world. So being able to take part in 
the conference was one of the greatest experiences for 
my career,” she said. 
The President’s Circle, now known as The Scorpion 
Fund, helped make it possible for De La Fuente, three 
other students and a professor to attend, learn and 
present research alongside other educators and 
students from all over the world.
all about the scorpion fund:
grant sends student to 'life-changing' 
global conference
“The fund helped pay some expenses,” 
she said. “Myself and Maria 
Eugena Perez, a classmate, were 
able to present our research at a 
prestigious conference and meet 
other educators. I am so grateful 
for the opportunity.”
Associate Vice President for Development Ken Turpen 
said the new name of The Scorpion Fund is meant to 
unite TSC and UTB alumni, parents and friends under 
a banner that holds special meaning to all.
The fund supports worthwhile university projects, 
travel and scholarships, where public funding is 
inadequate or unavailable. 
 “And it only takes a little to make a difference in a 
students life,” Turpen said.
info
We Appreciate  
Your Support
To make a gift to The Scorpion Fund,  
contact Ken Turpen, associate vice president 
for Development (956) 882-4324 or  
ken.turpen@utb.edu. You may also make a 
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Since its April 2009 groundbreaking, the Science and 
Technology Learning Center has been steadily taking 
shape along the Lozano Banco Resaca, near the  
Biology Building.
This $33.8 million project is funded by bonds issued by 
the state Legislature.
The two-building complex will house four classrooms, 
a science research laboratory wing with 12 laboratories, 
three technology labs, eight faculty research facilities, 
12 science research facilities and an outreach space. 
The third floor will be the campus emergency response 
center to be used during natural and man-made 
disasters.
“Our research will lead to 
better and more productive 
and healthy lives,” said Dr. 
Luis Colom, vice president for 
Research. “We can meet the 
future in health-related issues.”
Nurturing students of the future has been vital to  
UTB/TSC’s mission since the 1982 opening of the Raul 
J. Guerra Early Childhood Center. In April, the university 
celebrated expanded childcare facilities with the grand 
opening of the Center for Early Childhood Studies.
Educators, students, members of 
the TSC Board of Trustees and 
parents of children who attend 
the new preschool gathered for a 
short celebration at the child-size 
minicampus on University Boulevard 
across from the Village at Fort 
Brown residential housing.
Guests toured the four classroom casitas, each holding 
two classrooms separated by an observation room 
that will allow UTB/TSC early childhood development 
students to view teaching methods performed by 
trained practitioners. 
“When I pick up my daughter every afternoon, I know 
that she was cared for in a way that was intelligent, 
loving and patient,” said Dr. Jennifer Cahn, a parent of 
one of the children. “Nothing that can replace that … 
and I want to thank the teachers and the director for 
that care that is priceless.”
Among the historic buildings on campus, two are being 
given new leases on life, with a focus on preserving their 
architectural integrity. A second wing of Cavalry Hall is 
nearly complete, while the major interior work on the 
Commissary Building is done. 
Built in 1904, this three-level commissary and 
guardhouse will bring several areas of the Division of 
Institutional Advancement under one roof.
construction update:
promises fulfilled as a campus is transformed
Gloria Moore Ridolfi of South Padre Island has circled 
the globe as an Air Force wife, a Bureau of Land 
Management supervisor and an enthusiastic world 
traveler.
She credits her Brownsville beginnings — including an 
associate degree in business from Texas Southmost 
College — with preparing her to make the most of 
life’s opportunities. Now, as a new member of the 
UTB Development Board, Ridolfi is grateful for the 
opportunity to give back to her alma mater.
“I’m so proud of the university and proud to be a 
Scorpion,” she said. “I feel very privileged to be on the 
development board and contribute in some small way 
to the growth of the university.
“I realize that being brought up in 
the wonderful, multicultural area 
of South Texas prepared me to 
thoroughly enjoy our foreign living 
and travel experiences. I attribute 
my successful professional career 
to the skills learned at TSC many 
years before,” she said.
Born in Nova Scotia, Canada, Ridolfi moved with her 
family to Brownsville when she was in junior high 
school. She graduated from Brownsville High School in 
1953 and received her diploma from TSC in 1955.
Ridolfi met her future husband, Rick, at Harlingen Air 
Force Base, and they lived around the world, including 
postings in Alaska, France and Washington, D.C. Ridolfi 
eventually began a 27-year career with the Bureau of 
Land Management in the field of oil and gas leasing.
The couple retired to South Padre Island in 2002, 
and both have become active community members. 
Ridolfi serves on the El Paseo Arts Foundation Board 
and created a UTB/TSC scholarship endowment for 
former foster-care children.
Decades after walking the Fort Brown Campus as a 
student, Ridolfi is amazed that the core values she 
experienced remain strong, but in a state-of-the-art 
new package.
“After all these years, UTB/TSC’s 
desire to educate the people and 
make education available to all 
is still there. It was so needed all 
those many years ago … and that 
has never changed,” she said. “I 
never dreamed in my wildest dreams 
that I would see it as it is now, and I 
think it is wonderful.”
development board member: 
gloria ridolfi, 
south padre island
Contribute to The Scorpion Fund. When limited state funds are  
unavailable, this special fund helps our students and faculty members 
participate in unique opportunities that require travel. Activities may 
include humanitarian efforts in foreign countries, musical performances in 
Italy, or presentation of research at national and international conferences. 
All of these trips are life-changing for the participants and bring a world  
of good publicity to UTB/TSC, but it’s only through your generosity that 
The Scorpion Fund can exist. Go to utb.edu/giving today. 
the experience  
of a lifetime.
help us give our students 
the scorpion fund.
utb/tsc and state officials celebrate the hoisting of the last beam signed by the campus community at the topping off ceremony for the science and 
technology learning center. 
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info
Looking for an Expert:
The University of Texas at Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College has a wide range 
of experts, from bilingual education to 
astrophysics.
View the "Experts Guide" at  
www.utb.edu/experts. 
>>
university’s new doctoral program in physics, and 
make sure that undergraduates are involved with the 
center’s research.
UTB/TSC is part of NASA’s Laser Interferometer 
Space Antenna project, better known as LISA, which 
aims to examine the sources of cosmic gravitational 
waves — ripples in the fabric of space — using 
satellites in solar obit.
 “This grant speaks tremendously 
about the capability, the scientific 
maturity of the Physics and 
Astronomy Department and faculty,” 
said Diaz, noting that UTB/TSC also 
receives National Science Foundation 
funding. “UTB/TSC is the only 
institution in the entire United States 
that has both programs funding one 
center.”
Across campus, Dr. Emilio Garrido-Sanabria and his 
students are investigating the causes of epilepsy and 
new treatment strategies by studying the cellular and 
molecular basics of this debilitating neurological disease. 
Students are deeply involved in this multidisciplinary 
research, which is bringing national attention to  
UTB/TSC and has led to prestigious collaborations in the 
cutting-edge fields of nanotechnology and gene therapy. 
Exciting new research — such as using lasers to detect 
deep-space gravitational waves and investigating the 
cellular and molecular roots of epilepsy — takes place 
every day at UTB/TSC.
Dr. Mario Diaz, director of the university’s world-
renowned Center for Gravitational Wave Astronomy, 
said a new $5 million NASA grant will help purchase 
high-tech laser and optical equipment, support the 
faculty profile: 
dr. mario diaz, director, center for gravitational wave astronomy & professor physics & astronomy and  




"It will be the highlight of the year!” the provost said of 
the planned Community Weekend.
Residents throughout the region who haven’t had an 
opportunity to visit the campus in recent years are in 
for a surprise. Because of the $68 million bond issue 
passed in 2004, visitors will be “blown away,” when 
they see that investment transformed into $158 million 
in new construction for the community and its youth, 
Artibise said.
 “We want to go beyond just showing ourselves 
off physically to showing people what’s going on 
intellectually,” he said.
Twenty years after it was first signed, the UTB/TSC 
partnership remains unique in the United States.  As the 
university moves this year to extend that partnership, 
campus leaders seek the community’s help in writing a 
roadmap for the future, the provost said.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9.
1973  Pan American University begins offering courses on the TSC campus.    1977  Pan American University at Brownsville is established.    1986  Voters approve 
a $13.5 million renovation and construction bond.    1989  North and South Hall open.     1991  UTB/TSC partnership is signed into law.     2000  UTB/TSC 
partnership agreement extended to 99 years.    2001  The Life and Health Sciences Building opens.     2002  The Student Union opens.     
“There aren’t many centers dedicated 
to researching epilepsy in Texas,” said 
Garrido-Sanabria. “The fact that we 
are developing productive, dynamic 
research here — that makes us a focus 
of expertise in this area.”
THE UNIVERSIT
Y OF TEXAS AT B
ROWNSVILLE 




For more information contact: Marisa Campirano  •  marisa.campirano@utb.edu  •  (956) 882-4337
March 24 - April 2, 2011
10 DAYS • 13 MEALS: 8 BREAKFASTS • 5 DINNERS
Highlights: Rome • Assisi • Basilica of St. Francis 
Montecatini Terme • Siena San Gimignano 
Winery Tour • Florence • Tuscan Feast • Pitti Palace
Per Person Rates: Double $3,049; Single $3,349; Triple $3,019* 
Included in Price: Round Trip Air from South Padre Island Intl Airport, 
Cancellation Waiver and Insurance of $200 per person, Air Taxes and 
Fees/Surcharges of $140 (subject to increase until paid in full), Hotel 
Transfers. Alternate Gateways available upon request.
DISCOVER TUSCANY.
KNOWLEDGE KNOWS NO BOUNDARIES.
5 DAYS • 4 MEALS: 1 BREAKFAST • 1 LUNCH • 2 DINNERS
Highlights: Greenwich Village • Wall Street 
Christmas Spectacular at Radio City Music Hall 
Statue of Liberty • Ellis Island
Metropolitan Museum of Art • Broadway Show
Per Person Rates: Double $3,049; Single $3,349; Triple $3,019* 
Included in Price: Round Trip Air from South Padre Island Intl Airport, 
Cancellation Waiver and Insurance of $200 per person, Air Taxes and 
Fees/Surcharges of $140 (subject to increase until paid in full), Hotel 
Transfers. Alternate Gateways available upon request.
December 6 - 10, 2010
HOLIDAY AT THE WALDORF.
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An intimate biography of the late, famed folklorist and 
Texas Southmost College alumnus Americo Paredes 
and a fascinating compendium of resources for 
understanding folk-healing beliefs in border communities 
are two new works by university faculty members.
Dr. Manuel Medrano’s “Americo Paredes: In His Own 
Words” is the only family authorized biography of 
Paredes, a beloved scholar, musician and poet who 
established the importance of border studies for 
generations of Mexican-Americans. 
A professor at The University of Texas at Austin, 
Paredes wrote about the stories and “corridos,” or 
Mexican folk songs, of the Texas borderlands, inspiring 
from the bookshelf
new scholarship in this rich but once-neglected area of 
cultural study.
Medrano first interviewed Paredes as part of his “Los 
Del Valle” oral history project and spent many hours 
with Paredes before his death in 1999. Describing “the 
man behind the scholar” became a labor of love and 
respect, Medrano said.
“It’s a story that needed to be told, and I wanted 
somebody who lived and grew up in the Valley to tell 
it,”  he said.
Interviews with family, friends and former students 
provide a compelling picture of Paredes as son, 
brother, teacher and colleague. A meticulous 
scholar and demanding professor, Paredes loved 
an intellectual challenge, and so did his family. 
Through many interviews, Medrano also discovered 
autobiographical elements in some of Paredes’ stories. 
Medrano was there when the family scattered the 
ashes of Paredes and his beloved wife, Amelia, at the 
mouth of the Rio Grande, a memorial act suggested by 
one of his early poems, “El Rio Grande.” Paredes’ life 
story will inspire other young scholars, said Medrano, 
who teaches history at UTB/TSC.
“I wanted to show the story of a young 
man who grew up in Brownsville, 
became internationally known and 
wrote about Brownsville all his life,” 
said Medrano. “I want kids to say, 
‘Hey! That’s a guy from the Valley. He’s 
successful, and he’s just like me.’”
Dr. Antonio Zavaleta tackles another area of border 
studies, the work of folk healers known as “curanderos,” 
in “Curandero Conversations: Healing Traditions of the 
U.S.-Mexico Border.”
A one-of-a-kind 
combination of important 
resources and fascinating 
text from actual 
consultations between 
co-author and curandero 
Alberto Salinas Jr. and 
his clients, this new book 
will be essential reading 
for health-care providers 
who seek to understand 
the culture in which they 
practice.
Already added to the curriculum at several 
universities, “Curandero Conversations” includes a list 
of 540 medicinal herbs and their uses, as well as web 
links to important resources on cultural competency. 
Especially intriguing are excerpts  — edited for privacy 
— of e-mail consultations between Salinas and 
clients around the world. From folk maladies such as  
“susto,” or a loss of soul due to fright, to problems with 
cheating spouses, they illustrate cultural beliefs and 
techniques health-care providers may encounter.
A professor of anthropology, Zavaleta adds 
commentary to each entry explaining the significance 
of the curandero’s advice, as well as beliefs behind the 
healing rituals.
“Anyone who deals with Latino populations and 
encounters ‘mal de ojo’ (the evil eye) and susto on a daily 
basis is going to want this book on their shelves,” said 
Zavaleta. “That’s one of the things I’m most proud of.”
angela burton (left), president and ceo of the brownsville chamber of commerce, is a part of the first group in the certified program in public management 
at the institute for public policy.
The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas 
Southmost College has made good on a commitment 
to work for the improvement in the quality of life of Rio 
Grande Valley residents. 
By helping local governments and nonprofits build 
capacity to provide more and better services, the 
Institute for Public Service offers a nationally accredited 
certified program in public management. In November, 
the university will graduate its first group of Certified 
Public Managers. 
“What all these people have in common is that they 
want to do good for their community,” said Michael 
Putegnat, founding director of the institute. “Our theory 
is that the quality of public services is reliant upon the 
quality of the managers running them.” 
Thirty participants from the city of Brownsville, the 
chamber of commerce, and other government, non-
profit and business sectors meet once a month for 
about a year on the Fort Brown Campus to learn about 
budgeting, management, communication, performance 
measurement systems, negotiating, problem solving 
and other topics. 
“We have people who are rising managers in government, 
nonprofits, and the private sector who want to learn 
modern management methods,” Putegnat said.
Videos, assigned readings, guest speakers and the real 
world experiences of each student give the program a 
practical focus.
Oscar Salinas, assistant human resources director 
for the City of Brownsville, said he wanted to take the 
course to learn more about topics to bridge his studies 
in business and his role as a public servant. Salinas has 
worked for the city for two years.
Salinas said he enjoys the convenience of taking 
the course during the day without having to leave 
Brownsville. 
“Our home assignments have piqued my interest,” he said. 
institute for public service changes the face of public leadership
“We have been following the justice video series ‘What is 
the right thing to do?’ from Harvard University. This video 
series has made me take a hard look at what I considered 
‘ethical’ and what is done for the ‘greater good.’” 
The institute is accepting applications for the program’s 
second cycle, which begins in August and ends in 
September 2011. The class is limited to 20 students.
Putegnat wants to see the institute host public forums 
and offer short courses to area governments and 
elected boards on specific topics tailored to their 
specific needs.
“We want to engage more people,” Putegnat said. “We 
want to help people think more critically and know 
what they talk about. With this, there would be stronger 
citizen involvement with their governments and more 
support for those governments’ efforts to improve 
public services.”
info
For more information about the UTB/TSC 
Institute for Public Service, go to www.ips.utb.edu, 
call (956) 882-4361 or e-mail ipsinfo@utb.edu.
info
Browse our collection of faculty and staff 
works in the “South Texas Research:  
A Collection of Works by UTB/TSC  
Faculty and Staff.”
The new online compilation lists books, CDs, 
software and other publications by talented 
university personnel, exclusively online at 
www.utb.edu/southtexasresearch.
>>
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grandmaster mauricio flores, utb/tsc chess team member.
hbo’s "real sports with bryant gumble" tapes footage for a feature on 
chess during the “final four of chess” tournament held at utb/tsc. move 
during the “final four of chess” tournament in april.
grandmaster axel bachmann concentrates during round play at the “final four of chess” tournament held at utb/tsc.
chess:
final match puts national spotlight on utb/tsc
The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas 
Southmost College chess team’s performance at The 
President’s Cup, the “Final Four of College Chess,” marked 
yet another achievement on the national chess stage.
The team finished a close second at the tournament 
held in early April on the Fort Brown Campus.
“We definitely have room for 
improvement and inspiration to 
do just as good and go greater in 
heights,” said Grandmaster Timur 
Gareyev, 21, a UTB/TSC sophomore 
Marketing major from Tashkent, 
Uzbekistan.
UTB/TSC competed with traditional chess powers 
The University of Texas at Dallas and the University 
of Maryland, Baltimore County and rising program 
Texas Tech University. The university’s second place 
finish was an improvement over the team’s third place 
standing at the 2009 President’s Cup.
Since the university began chess play in 2001, the team 
has already made a substantial mark in collegiate chess.
UTB/TSC was named the 2007 Chess College of the 
Year by the United States Chess Federation. During 
that year, the chess team had a first place finish at the 
Texas Region VII Championships in Mission and placed 
second in the Texas Collegiate Championships and the 
Southwest Collegiate Championships.
The university hosted its first national tournament 
in November 2008, when more than 400 primary 
and secondary school students played in the United 
States Chess Federation’s National Youth Action 
Championships.
The university hosted for the first time the 2009 Pan-
American Intercollegiate Team Chess Championship 
held in late December on South Padre Island. Collegiate 
teams from throughout the United States, along with 
teams from Barbados and Canada, competed.
“It means UTB/TSC can compete 
with the Ivy Leagues,” said Clemente 
Rendon, a Brownsville native 
and president of the Texas Chess 
Association. “It eclipses what most 
chess programs look like.”
This year’s President’s Cup generated interest from 
outside the region.
A film crew from HBO interviewed 
President Dr. Juliet V. Garcia and 
filmed game footage for a story on 
chess in Brownsville set to air in June 
on “Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel.”
UTB/TSC Chess Team member and Woman 
International Master Luciana Morales wrote about the 
competition for “Chess Life” magazine’s online website.
As the accolades and attention continue to roll in, the 
chess program has consistently attracted talented 
students. Nine of the 17 players in this year’s chess 
program are from the Rio Grande Valley. This year’s  
UTB/TSC team that played in The President’s Cup 
represented Chile, Colombia, Peru, Paraguay and 
Uzbekistan.info
Tune in Tuesday,  
June 22, 9 p.m. HBO
Watch “Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel” on 
HBO featuring the UTB/TSC Chess Team  
during the Final Four Chess Tournament.
>>
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The Music Program scored a double coup this year, 
sending flute students Lisa Altamirano and Alejandro 
Cruz to New York City’s Carnegie Hall as part of the 
prestigious 2010 National Collegiate Wind Ensemble.
From across the nation, 65 students were invited to 
participate in the event, and only six flutists were 
selected. 
“To have two from one university — I’m thinking that’s 
quite an accomplishment,” said Professor Cristina 
Ballatori. “This is the first time our students have been 
student profiles:
lisa altamirano & alejandro cruz perform at carnegie hall  
oscar sosa will attend mit after graduation.
lisa altamirano (left) and alejandro cruz (right) were invited to play at carnegie hall in new york city.
student profiles: oscar sosa headed to mit  
Oscar Sosa credits his work with Dr. David Hicks, 
an assistant professor in the Biological Sciences 
Department, for providing a knowledge base for his 
research efforts and inspiring him to go on to graduate 
school. 
Sosa’s hard work has paid off. He will spend the 
summer at the Pasteur Institute in Paris studying 
molecular genetics. In the fall, he will begin his 
doctoral studies in biological oceanography through 
a joint program with the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and the Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution in Massachusetts.
“(My professors’) support is what 
inspired me to study science, pursue 
a higher level of education and go 
to a great (graduate) school,” said 
Sosa, who graduated in May with a 
selected for this wind ensemble.”
Sophomore Altamirano and senior Cruz, both pursuing 
degrees in music education, travelled to New York City 
in May for intensive rehearsals and clinics.
“When I read the letter, I felt that all the work I’ve 
done has been worth it,” said Cruz, who just learned 
he has been accepted into Baylor University’s master’s 
program in music performance. “I thought, ‘If I 
continue practicing and working like this, I can reach 
all my goals and go wherever I want to go.’”
The whirlwind week culminated in a Carnegie Hall 
performance.
“It’s every musician’s goal to 
perform at Carnegie Hall,” said 
Ballatori. “It’s an experience to 
learn with a great conductor, to be 
immersed with talented students. It 
will enhance their studies 
and their resumes.”
bachelor’s degree in biology. 
“I think I’ve been fortunate 
to have their support.” 
As an undergraduate, Sosa participated in the Bahia 
Grande Wetlands Restoration Project, an effort 
to replenish more than 10,000 acres with native 
vegetation and aquatic life, and the Texas Clipper 
project, which has sunk a retired transport and Texas 
A&M laboratory ship off South Padre Island to provide 
an artificial reef for diver exploration.
Sosa, a 22-year-old Matamoros native, has long had 
an interest in science. As a freshman work-study 
student, he worked at Gladys Porter Zoo. There, he led 
education classes and cared for the animals. He also 
was involved in the Gorgas Science Society and the 
South Texas Engineering, Math and Science program 
at UTB/TSC.
2004  Voters support a historic $68 million bond.    2005  The Education and Business Complex opens and the historic Cueto Building is restored.     2006  The 
Research Building for Biomedical Sciences opens.    2007  The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board approves the first doctoral degree.     2009  Recreation, 
Education and Kinesiology Center opens.  Kraigher House is restored. International Technology Education and Commerce Center renovation complete.  University 
Boulevard Library and University Boulevard Classroom Building open.  Historical restoration of the Commandant’s Quarters complete, becomes Office of the Provost.  
2010  The Arts Center opens.  The Center for Early Childhood Studies opens.     2011  Science and Technology Learning Center opens.
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Share with us your favorite memory :
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join us at homecoming
As UTB/TSC Homecoming invites Scorpions back 
home for a second year, a familiar event 
also honoring former alumni for 
their contributions will be a 
part of the festivities. 
In 2010, the 
Distinguished 
Alumnus Award 
will be one of 
the highlights 
of the Nov. 4-7 
Homecoming.
UTB/TSC began 
the tradition of 
honoring one of its 
own alumni in 1993 
with its highest honor. 
Over 16 years, 26 alumni 
have been honored. 
Marisa Campirano, director of 
Alumni Relations, hopes not only to 
increase the number of recipients but also create a 
special connection for alumni during a week celebrating 
their accomplishments.
 “Our goal is to grow the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award to include 
additional honors and 
recognitions,” Campirano 
said. “We want to reach 
out to alumni across 
the country. We know 
there are alumni out 
there doing wonderful 
work, and we want to 
hear from them. So, if 
you know of someone 
to nominate, please let 
us know. We also want 
all alumni to come and 
celebrate with us.”
During the university’s first 
homecoming in 2009, alumni 
celebrated the past, present and future 
with pep rallies, soccer games, tailgating, reunions 
for colleges and schools, Coffee with the President and 
a special 50-year reunion, Golden Scorpions, for the 
class of 1959.
“This definitely created a launching pad for the future,” 
Campirano said. “Those that attended had a great time, 
and we look forward to making this Homecoming bigger 
and better. We encourage alumni to contact the Alumni 
Relations Office so we can include them in this year’s 
event.”
Continuing with the theme, “Scorpions Forever,” 
Homecoming 2010 will include some of last year’s 
events, including reunions, mixers and Scorpion Riders, 
a parade of alumni who are motorcycle enthusiasts.
“Homecoming is just another sign of showing the Valley 
what a hidden gem this campus really is,” said alumnus 
and Director of Student Life Sergio Martinez. “It’s taking 
it to the next level and shows our community, our 
students, staff and faculty that UTB/TSC is a wonderful 
institution. As an alumnus, I was very proud and 
honored to be part of the activities.”
Nominations for the Distinguished Alumnus Award are 
being accepted now. For a nomination form or more 
information, log on to www.utb.edu/DAA.
Johnny Cavazos, ’51, Brownsville, served as the 
honorary parade marshal for the Twilight and Grand 
International Parades during the 2010 Charro Days. The 
board of directors of Charro Days, Inc. selected Cavazos 
for his many years of volunteer service to the festival, 
which is hosted by the city of Brownsville.
Oscar S. Cisneros, ’93, Los Angeles, serves as senior 
counsel for Warner Bros. Technical Operations, Inc. 
in Burbank, Calif. Cisneros began his college career at 
UTB/TSC, and earned a bachelor’s from The University 
of Texas at Austin and a law degree from University of 
California at Berkeley. He is currently working on his 
second book of poetry. 
Araceli Cardenas-Bon, ‘96, Rome, Italy, is an 
administrative assistant in the Office of the Director-
General in the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations. She also works as a freelance journalist, 
traveling throughout Europe collecting people’s stories.
P.J. Calapa, ’99, New York City, was featured on the Food 
Network’s “Chopped,” where he beat out three other 
chefs in a culinary battle. He is a graduate of the Culinary 
Institute of America. P.J. is currently a chef at Nobu 57 and 
also has worked at Eleven Madison Park and Bouley.
Carlos Rubinstein, ‘75, Austin, is serving a six-year 
term on the Texas Commission on Environmental 
Quality. The three-person board makes decisions on 
enforcement and permit issues in the state of Texas. 
Oscar Casares, ’84, Austin, received a "starred review" 
from Publishers Weekly for his first novel, “Amigoland.” 
It is the current selection for the Mayor’s Book Club 
in Austin. He recently was promoted to associate 
professor in the Department of English at UT Austin.
Monica Gonzalez Greer, ’02, Matamoros, is president 
of the National Maquiladora Association. She is the 
alumni notes:
first woman to lead this Mexican national organization. 
She was also the first woman to sit at the helm of the 
Matamoros Maquiladora Association. She holds a Master 
of Business Administration degree from UTB/TSC.
GET MOVING, ALUMNI! WITH AN ALUMNI MEMBERSHIP AT THE REK CENTER.
UTB/TSC’s Recreation, Education and Kinesiology Center has already proven a great asset to the campus and the community. The 
150,000-square-foot REK Center includes three basketball and volleyball courts, a weight room, an indoor track and a multipurpose 
exercise room. The sports fields surrounding the  
facility help complete the campus recreational  
zone. And UTB/TSC alumni are eligible to join!
IT’S A GREAT DAY AT THE REK! 
To join, call 882-5967.
www.utb.edu/campusrec
Homecoming
Join us for Homecoming 2010 Nov. 4 -7. 
For more information, call the Office of 
Alumni Relations at (956) 882-4337 or go 
to www.utb.edu/alumni for alumni-related 
news and information.
>>
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alumni profile: 
dr. cornelio gonzalez, mission
Dr. Cornelio Gonzalez’s first exposure to the American 
education system was when he began taking English 
as a Second Language classes at Texas Southmost 
College in the 1970s.
Gonzalez, 55, now is superintendent of the Mission 
Consolidated Independent School District in Hidalgo 
County. He oversees more than 15,000 students 
and 20 campuses, along with an alternative campus 
and an academy for recent immigrants who are 
elementary school age. 
“I have very fond memories of my initial years at TSC 
and the teachers,” said Gonzalez, a Matamoros native. 
“I remember Dr. Lucy Willis. She has always been 
a wonderful inspiration to me and is a very caring 
teacher. I know she made a difference in the lives of 
thousands of people, including myself.
“Dr. Juliet V. García is a great leader,” Gonzalez said. 
“She has brought so much growth and change. It’s 
wonderful to see the university grow so much under 
her leadership.”
Gonzalez said his main priority at Mission is to make 
sure all students have the opportunity to get a high 
school education and go on to higher education.  
“It’s not enough to get a high school diploma,” he said. 
“We have to encourage our students to achieve as 
high as possible.”
Before moving to Mission in February, he was the 
superintendent of the Tuloso-Midway Independent 
School District in Corpus Christi for seven years. 
“I believe with the help of community members and 
the teachers, we achieved great things in Tuloso-
Midway,” Gonzalez said. “When the opportunity came 
to return to the Rio Grande Valley and be close to my 
family and friends, I did not hesitate to return.”
Gonzalez is also a former superintendent of the Lasara 
Independent School District and federal programs 
director for the Progreso Independent School District.
Gonzalez went on to earn an associate degree at TSC, 
bachelor’s degrees in English and Spanish from Pan 
American University at Brownsville (now UTB/TSC), 
and a master’s degree in educational administration 
from UTB/TSC. Gonzalez earned his docotrate in 
education administration from The University of Texas 
at Austin in 2001.
“I went to school for many, many years,” Gonzalez 
said. “That’s one of the wonders of UTB/TSC: It 
provides opportunities to people like me who have to 
work and study at the same time to be able to achieve 
success.”
Gonzalez’s wife, Alma, is a psychologist and bilingual 
education teacher. Their daughter, Analiz Gonzalez 
Schremmer, is a Baylor University graduate and lives in 
North Texas.
“It was very kind to be on that stage (Carnegie Hall), 
but I will say that being on this stage (The Arts 
Center) got me more excited because it’s right here 
in Brownsville,” said Callas, who made his debut as 
a soloist in Carnegie Hall in April, playing the role of 
father in Romeo and Juliet. It’s unbelievable. I did not 
expect to see that, and it’s the real thing right here in 
Brownsville.
“It’s an opportunity for all students in the Valley to be 
exposed to some of the best music, theater, dance in 
the world,” he said.
Brownsville cardiologist Dr. 
Roberto Robles, a Texas Southmost 
College alumni and trustee, spoke 
at “A Night of Strings.” He and his 
wife were one of the first donors 
to make a gift to The Arts Center, 
naming the “Dr. Roberto and Perla 
Robles Teaching Studio.”
“We knew being part of this effort means that we were 
helping to give a gift to the entire region,” Robles said. 
“You are witnessing the evolution of teaching that is 
going on in Brownsville.”
Naming opportunities still are available, including 
Performance Hall “Seats of Honor.” Nancy and Patrick 
Rodriguez of Brownsville joined with a group of friends 
to name seats together.
“We have laughed, saying that if the friendships have 
lasted 20 years so far, we should be able sit together 
and enjoy performances for years to come,” Nancy said.
The friends did just that for “A Night of Strings.”
“I love the building; I love the chandeliers; and the 
acoustics are wonderful,” Nancy said.
arts center continued
For more information or for tickets, call
(956) 882-7750 or visit utb.edu/artscenter.
Reserve Your Seat
for UTB/TSC Presents!
The Arts Center: An Inaugural Year Event
nancy rodriguez (back row, second from right) organized a group of friends to name seats together in the arts center. 
Blake Mycoskie, founder and chief shoe giver of TOMS Shoes, will be the featured 
speaker of this fall’s Distinguished Lecture Series.
The One for One business model at TOMS Shoes is simple and revolutionary: 
TOMS Shoes gives a pair of shoes to a needy child for every pair sold. To learn more 
about his work, go to www.toms.com.
Plan to join us for Mycoskie’s presentation, which is sure to be thought-provoking 
and inspiring. A limited number of tickets will be available. To purchase tickets, go 
to www.utb.ude/events or call the Office of Development at (956) 882-4332.
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From the day he first spotted her at a McAllen 
hamburger stand, through 46 years of marriage, to  
her death in 2006, Peter Gawenda was in love with 
Irma Lozano.
Together, they traveled the world as a military family, 
raised two children, Brigitte and Philipp, and believed in 
the power of education. Even before he became dean of 
the College of Applied Technology and General Studies at 
UTB/TSC, Peter was a creative force behind the Bachelor 
of Applied Arts and Sciences and Bachelor of Applied 
Technology programs, which help students turn their 
technical and work training into a college degree.
When Irma died, Peter decided to honor her memory 
with scholarships, especially for students working 
toward their B.A.A.S. or B.A.T. degrees. He launched 
the Irma Lozano Gawenda Scholarship Endowment with 
cash he found tucked in her handbag — saved up for 
their next trip together. 
“She would have loved it,” he said. 
Peter was a young pilot trainee in the German Air 
Force when he first met Irma, who was working at an 
insurance company in McAllen.
The young couple married soon after they started 
dating. Peter eventually earned his doctorate from the 
University of Houston and joined what would become 
UTB/TSC in 1981.
Irma valued education throughout her life. She did not 
have a college degree of her own but encouraged her 
husband and children to achieve advanced degrees.
“She had plans to 
earn a degree. She 
would wait until her 
chance came, but it 
never did come,” said 
Peter. “Through the 
endowment, however, 
other students will 
get their chance.”
why i give:
professor honors wife’s legacy 
Even though these are challenging and uncertain times, UTB/TSC is facing them from a position of strength. In 2009-2010 hundreds of individuals, foundations and 
corporations stepped forward to invest in the young people who are building a brighter future. Our sincere appreciation goes to all those who have contributed to 
strengthen UTB/TSC. If you would like to make a gift, establish an endowment or perhaps give to a current or a new program, please call ken turpen, associate vice 
president for Development (956) 882-4324 or at  ken.turpen@utb.edu.
Thank You, Donors
Carlos Gomez, professor of fine arts, has established the 
Carlos G. Gomez Advanced Painter’s Scholarship to, 
in his words, “give back and encourage others to do the 
same.”
Gomez said he was motivated to establish the 
scholarship after someone helped him pay for college. 
“In 1972 I was hanging out with a few friends who were 
all going to enroll at then Texas Southmost College, 
and a familiar voice asked me what my plans were.” 
Gomez said. “It was President Dr. Arnulfo Oliveira, and I 
answered, ‘I have no money.’
“Well, Dr. O, as we called him, took out his check 
book, wrote a blank check and told me, ‘Sign up for the 
classes you need.’ That act of kindness is the reason 
why I am creating this scholarship … to help students.”
Memorials were received in remembrance of Dr. Marco 
A. Rubio-Ardila of Los Fresnos, who passed away in 
January at the age of 58. A supporter of the arts, he felt 
strongly and passionately about serving his community. 
Rubio-Ardila was an active staff member at the Valley 
Baptist Medical Centers in Brownsville and Harlingen, 
as well as at Valley Regional Medical Center. 
Friends continue to make donations to the Barry T. 
Horn Endowment for the Arts. More than $17,680 has 
been received to honor Horn, who died last October.
Horn was a longtime friend and colleague at UTB/TSC. 
While he was at the university, thousands of students 
benefited from the endowments and scholarships he 
helped create as director and associate vice president 





FALL 2010 ENROLLMENT IS NOW UNDER WAY. 
FIND OUT MORE AT UTB.EDU.  
                          OR BY CALLING (956) UTB-4YOU.
 NOW.            ACT











































































































Visit utb.edu or call (956) UTB-4YOU for registration information or to schedule a campus visit.
More than $6,972 was raised for Rev. Armand Mathew 
to mark his 87th birthday and support his favorite 
project, Kids Voting. The gifts will go to the Kids Voting 
USA Brownsville Endowment.
Mathew is the executive director of Kids Voting USA-
Brownsville, the local affiliate of a nationwide program 
combining classroom instruction and an authentic 
voting experience, which prepares young people to be 
educated, engaged voters.
“Survey results show that most youngsters who have 
experienced Kids Voting say they will be motivated to 
vote when they reach voting age, and that is wonderful 
to hear,” said Mathew.
